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TIIK BUSQUEHANNA FLOOD,

roux DKi'tf-ir intsi-aim».
tr\K\ra.(-IKI) «St» HAITI» KISIC OF IHK IM«. FH.CON-

r*TKKNAiioN or ni»: i"»:»«ri ft.strkhs am»

ll'IWs I I.. .;.I I« AM> I «VMMIVKMI'lN II

OOP Mimili IM UtaTaTaM nu. WATER i «i i\»i.

|r>R<>M A ****at*a-l «OiDii fl*«'M'».M OP TIIK TBl'M >»»..'

Pi nitY\ ii i ». Md. Much lit -The tower i»:itt <»f
port ,)<i>'Mt i-« «till floei.eii. ti'O'.it-h the water la
f.-iliitiff. Tb« towt, i« baili at tlio l«.'i«e of ft li;¡.'li
irraiiite l»lti:l. nr,(l tlte liaiitM'si extenil alono; the Sus-

«tjuchatina Kiv ei fur over two Mile-». I brough the
taara rana a mato atraet, toth aiiiea al wal
» .. i- baili up witta dwelling!« Btorci. and
ibut» he«. 'Ihrci; . * r tin.« ( v» u-

irsj r.ui like a mill ataiee, the depth Terring from
..ii,.. t. Tbe carrent waa to swift thal

s «tr »ni» mni e »:i! 1 ni,t scull a I« ut airain«, it. 1 lie

relaaraomi timt aVaon »«f ibe lion.,«on Iotb sides of
the ni:i)T .'i..! w ;, i! orri <i, hut the* watei WOA

f «ward the river. The i- ab
Itaata were drieea fien th«ir dwellra*** to
thta h"',, x (f !,:. r iu ne fortunate neighbor!
Mho iiv.i minn Um lull. Balanj were taken of ia

d watet deep thr a*.b tho water.
A part]! rrbo liad riven an their roora« to tbo women

bill, where | J
ha* beea limit. 'Ih«« lumber inter -t the chief
l.rsiii-sH o' Peril D i»- ¡I baa l»e« n badly crippled.
All tin- \»h;iiv»s are taubmevged, tho hog* ;
tarntet :il«»tit- tiie water kout bava l>i":i toaaed
al».nt In ¡ill direction», tod ¦ l:i:ce portion baa
drifteddown the bay. Bomeof thom» rcuarii-oburdly
r».ivrsl th« ir l..»¦ "ka and papers,

Piv:». A Pnith, «.ne ,.f :!ie !»rt*«ii lumber (inn;-.,
f .' ara in thal on: in

.i-,, of furniture tnd otherprop¬
er tv oarriei the lor» up to oTer fiot».'« »>.

Al h o', !..« k Ihil cvrnine meas itmnu nt« tabowed a
fill of from 4 to ia f« it along tho lino Idhi Pea i I -

p»j«it to l\ rrj

A(Ti'l'M OK TIIK KtOi'D.

Tn»»!worthy citiacnamt Port ltepo«it rive the fol-
l.'.v ini i« i;,i "n of 'i flood : Wo bad do feara of
troubla at (ink I.¡st t.iülit, thoui'h tho ice wa»! nul¬

li ii- down the tiver veiy rapidly, The ice grew
t ita vt lui ity and momentum

».«.. »«ii) v tnuini'iit. There bad been
« v u m tbers waa ia 1P7.J, and the
except a little li »atina; lee. Almut

m. a teiiooiier li.'iMti to ilrai». und in «pite ot

ni cunnii* exertione, wau carried down the river

until «lie iroumieii. TTbeiowa WMthen belieeedto
be in do dan***»n bal tbe awful rear of the lee

roan*/ with e nsiJerable apprehension. At
aras noticed that tbe Telocity ol tin ice waa

«. !... ini*. while t bi .n ¡is*»- thal »kept ciii!iini»dov.n
1 ¡i n wa km v 'hat a maaa

oi the lee ail gron
«¦..¦.. n milea below Poit

| ùt. called Pennj -boal It waa Boon tin- rimal
...antill« (»'la, 1er had Indued. The iota

taiisi op in froat of the Iowa, ooi tba walef began
a rifi'iitv. The worri was passed

1n in «1<««.i to door, and the nene that followed is

i.'..m..-»I ii:d»u.( :il«:ilnc. The loud roar and boonun,.'
«I u.« M*a*rM*»l ice. ax they .**.*-, piled ii'-oii each
Dtliir v» toree, wa* mingled with the Wtatah-
ma aii'i f .li "l lumbet «nd tbe rmnablngol ice eajj*»o
«.«.nu«! wkarrea und buiiaUnaja, th« whole
i «... « un api '¡ir Wfl M .'id laitihij-
ntcd tstfOUfb I .. I illa f'T tn.les. It was

lib* a tit in.'.« i «Lulu at Ni.i,rai_. BatlOOf
m,n with ¡rallad fae»« run from their
dv.el'ini»H \iith their i liildrcn in their anti«. Women
Mail.v f.iiiiiiin»' with lattes. *4aa**ed katsj deep ia
líe« raen .' tia iel arid harried toward h urti er gToiind.
I i.uff.inn and diatajffdei raiffried Aft« r the children.

.11.1(1 f.«:,:.- vi.T«' taken to places of .safety,
the reen thouabl ol their saluai,les exposed to do-
«tnictioii. Mun' waded walat deep tur(>ii<a*b the

'«.i>. and. ebilled to their horiers. were com-

i, a. r.«-up i lie ultu milted rescue. Other« Bv-

aus-d boards oa whick i!nv eared th»*ir booka and
M« ¦ eoul under ordinary difficulties grasped

bid! WfWfag cru h ot her. hands in ailcnce more elo¬
quent than v.

TtiJtOHAiTil« A.M.« KAU WAV COMMlNICATTION
C1 I Off.

The water continued to line. The operator in the
t('icf*Tii|)h olhce was obliired to Jump from his othce
wii.dovi lulu a bou!, 1' j.» nil» his iiielruments atib-

¡. Tba rai 11 nad fiuiu 1'errj v die to l'oitUo-
po»U wa« lluo'l« d ami coi «red with pile* of le«,
KiiTtuiüly «uti ru oi all eoiniimnieatiou. There
wai. no wav if ****«~a*i from one part ol the town to
another except over the eteep bloiT. Ko one could
foin», any com eption of the result, or say how great
would be the loss of life Mid properly. Luckily,
the inhabil.inta wen» warned early in the
en niui»'. If tho (rauh had come after
the |M",.j,h bad rct**id, no one can predict how «.rent
tin lim», of life would have been. Two houses near

the upper end of the. town were overturned and
lu«.ken in pu-"*». It n> reported that oue maa lout
bia life, bavin** l«e«n knocked down by the ice and
Df,i«fie.l. hut hi« name ha« not boen ascertained.
1 ti- pe.Kt-of!i(e wau partly «ubmcrgexl. and the pott-
niSHl'r f»»r»<»d to tbiovA what mail matter lie could
mt.. a host and «>cai»)'. Not a per-«»ii slept last
uiKht. and knots of men Ktathcred on the hi «her
.rrounil watchiiiK the proareas of the Hood and tho
1 nv bl ot lante rua thst inaik'-d tbo ilitt ma; boata.
Port lirptmil neiei inf >re saw «uch devaaStatiou.

THE W11 a<"*aOJ* LAi^T .Miall r.

Tbr nvet tot a mile aliove the town was clear st
. o rita k tin«. ev.iiiBg. The ico Btret» Ins down the
mer, filling the water far out into the hay. Fear«
were «iitertained that the splendid railroad brida»
at iia-vre d« .rave« would lie «wept away. The lee

at une Urne r-r»»*«_«*«d uetmtij to the top of the pi«rs,
.va-, Um* aj^taatif al i'suuif Hb«»ai it-«-.»(.U taba mea-

».ure, anil before the li.le ti reed the river be?an to
lalla i in« people al Parryville were np all night laai
night watehiag th. n property. Large quantities of
lamber and artielee el du; kinds **cm« untik»!««l
with the tee to the river. Uniese there leal
flood from above before the lea baa u chance to
move with the ebbing tide, there ia believed to be
no lintis." i of i!ii\ fnrtbei exteoaive damage, 'lue
account* received op to 10 «»'. lock from np the rlvi r

report the water aaJTalling. .hen« was a dear ann*
s«'t. andtbe tempérâtore ia] rate.

OS THE NORTH BRANCH.
TRA IM'NiiATH'N <>! ITU-les- Mill! I" lill! !» G1 IS

CABMKD away-TBB OOBOI AT w11 \r.-u«iiitr..

< HAN ;i: OB TBB BIVSB COCB8E.KINGSTON
(»VI lu IDWCIi. 1 I (»Ol'-, J\ HU l-AM. I.I.lil

AlT'iliii \-n.\-» OB rUBTHKB DAMAGE.
" A -in UI, "in . i« iSDI f r THE 11;; I"'.;'.;

Wilki uubbb, on., ", '.. io Poll ,.:
example of ii-« si t« r stream, the Delaware, tin
toobanna Elver 1ms lirok n np thii Spring 1 ii!)
1.' * fl ""I-, ¡'-.el baa i 'mi' c1 r- '. d re li .¦

Like the 1« laware. the Í
.a'.al rona for hot ranges oi

billa and mountains, which dorina the pa '

Winter were eovcred w »t ii r from four to ten
loop. Tin-ia oui thaws and beary rains bave

1 .h vc uni this immense bod** «,f snow into s
i« liitli baa 1 .re «l ('.<»wn the mountains ."">! into the
river, until ita Ice-clogged < I cooli no] iger
oontaia Hu* awollen * r have over»
Bowed iii«« low banka a.k1 Inundated ti"' f«-:-t:1c
valleja 1 n both tides. The a die
lloiij ooenrred at Pittston, nine n
hue, ut ti;«* bead oí Wyoming Valley
on last Tu. -'l:iy, when the ico Lroko u;>
in tli.' ¦'. gorged below Pittston, innn»
dating thal village au sway t

btidge ol Hi" Lackawanna í«i¡ti Dtooinsbnrg Rail¬
road, worth . 30,000, and t 1 wo en 1
bridgea.one an old covered structure, worth
$90,000^ and the other a new bridge, baili in 1ST. at
a cost of fl00,000» Tv. na ra 0 «ii» et tri I awa 0
tliu railroad bridge when ii wenl bnl were

j r»ùiiKU after dni 1 down »1.
ri.-cr. Opposite Pitteroo, on the west side of the
ii« (T..is West Pii
in n 1 f the former te vn reside. .-'. 1

these, thinking the brid d over

toPittetoD, nod were eat oil from nil«
I tioo with their homes. TbeLehi hValliyEi
ruunlag eloee to tbo nvci .. al J ill-ton, wai
overflowed I' 1 a dista and 1

f .1 \,c re left on the track, wl
ret been i it .í ron L;.-
tween Wikesbarre and Pittati n,

Abootalsasilee¡aboveWilkesbarro, near the vil¬
lage of Wyoming, the Beena of t he Wy ming bumbo«
ere. the 8iiM|iichanna bf-ndn Suddenly to the left

and after running a aaile in thal dire ton It again
reeuuies it* regular Bouth-wostcrly tour-««. Motion¬
ing so until it reaches a point a mile below this « iiy,
where it abruptly turns to the right again, runt, 111g
in a westerly direction for two mile?«, when it

changos it« course for tin« fourth time and run» to¬

ward the south-west. This makes tlio connu of tlio»
river opposite Wilkeabam ia shape like tim new

mooD. the village of KingatOO lying ia tho low val¬
ley 111-idc the crescent, opposite thi-i city. In the

bend below hero aie two small blands, called r>3-

spcctively i'isk's au'l Park's Islands, aud upou \\i¡&sn
the lower end of the gorge rests, the upper eud
being above the first bend in tbo river noar Wyo¬
ming. Just at the elbow of that bend, on tlio we-st

¡M&fll thçr_vçr, stands the little pott village of

Forty fort« the Bite of the stockade occupied by the
American soldiers at the time of the Wyoming mas-

stkcro. A mile below, and thiee milos aluno WTlkes-
barre.but on the opposite t-id.« of the nvci, is a bunill
ccmetrey, containing many very old gravoa, winch
is called Forty Fort Cemetery. When the gorge
formed, the river, then much swollen, finding ite

channel choked up with a solid barrier of ice,
broke aeróse the fiats between the horns of
the crescent, before described, overtlowcd this cem¬
etery, and inundated the village of KingijI-on, und
the farmiug lands around it, sweeping «.»if fences,
Bod flooding the lower floon and cellars of many
lii'usis. fcince the river bah fallen it has continued
to flow principally iu this new channel, and it is
thought that if the gorge does not give way, the
river will form for itself a permanent channel acrosa

the Kingston Hate, abandoiuug its old tortuous
eoosaa» and leaving the City of Wiikeehane three-
quarters of a rail«« away from the BuOtyOehaOtte, in¬
stead of standiug 011 its bank m it now does, iiu
three bridge* swept awav at KJOgBtOB Tuesday
night are now imbedded immovably in the gorge,
mar the center of the river, below Forty Fort, and
if the Ke should breas np. bim lug ttinui .-.long w11 h
it. they would BWeep oil lho bridge here, even if the
ic<- ohould «pare it. For this reason the bridge com¬

pany of this place yc--'."-iel.iv obtained pciiiii-c.iiin
fr-uaii the owners of the l'ilt.-to;i bridgea le burn
them ut th« > lie in the ice.

nu BOBOB Al wn UBBUBB
The g«»rge gave way alxiiil Iii*/a. m. nu Wi »lix -».lay,

tug ¦went dawn Uie rivor. ». im»u it arrived optto-

- eily Hie lee again be« açne elogged, forming
anoibi n,. I :. « .."¦, i- tiling the

between i!u; rivet bonks, ¡».ni reaching tba
wood workof the covered highway bridan« which
is 90 feet above 1«jw *i .;.i. A street railway i

tie« bl idfl \ .«i" ton, ¡i little village ce theo***
ii- oí til«* river. This baa itopped rnnniug«

-n.«! the bridge is thought to ."¦ ci ted d
Hon. It is 48 yean old, bnt hal been reh iit within
a few reara al a coal of &j -, 0. I; ii. a! i nod, with

and ia TOO feet long. It i I
on five hea »ne triera, T'¡e -water backed bo

the gorge I , a ov rflowed
»wer pari of ti io eellaraon

bai '.«.
ami mond '. -niora

. .¦ than c...'. i i' the
ii

lamps b

tlaC illili! I, 1
I .-.:¦', i.

'I re h «'.i the c »oditioo oi the
to-day. 'i be riv ir,

Callen
thre 'or fooi rhe ice
: ii '1 np from 30 to30 feet 1nd

.. -, 01
bat.' ;¦ » pass. I)

ton and the other end of tbe brid a the prin¬
cipal «... tof the ¡rig, so that
there i bo comma lication » 'i thal toa n.

bo - there ai 'i;-1 Û »di I. In ti..s ity bo
* 1. T ii. t: i 'if the

Railro id, w i bridi is

away on lu iy al Pit »to i, b in i

i ridge <d tbe ii II
Coal K ',,'. '.-, below hero,

...

rn.i on tin; track of I .'. Ibe
li.n bul h and i i now c< n«

m ,-. To-d »mino-
ii cali m wa ii -i ii ii hi «1 bel ¦-¦ n ».

Pitt-ton and T.ink.min i. r. id all other placea op
the river, Ibis i ia iv m

.f ol '«¦ i: u

i. Th VI Ik ban Brid, i(J
non F")it nu'!) (.» burn .he Pitl ; m

They were satan I with b< I sel
, and to ..i

is lighted .'

.' i ¦,«.a.; :, .. m railroad
taken to pieces. ]

:.¦¦.-, being
;.-vl-

¦.*- V.¦.!. lu*. ¡on of li '. Lehigh \ ..ii ..'
... » which

¡I ¡cr tia
¦ II

on Monday. In ;¦.- ¦., , ,

the track i died up as high
Three hundred nvn I the Cotnpa-

he ra. k ear ¡> ¡.- ii h »no
-.- «>r Vi i..i :.«.. c

I'ituUni
a bj m '.ii "i i '.. bo
A t I»1'. MILE »i« ROE.

Two i. II ¡si P ... oi ii ii I in tli
.n au

n.aof i !.. ii*. :,
¡i

iii. Illg ii
solid .. io heavy than any thal baa yet <

Above it tbero Is a collection of drill : « i \s ¦ -t

ornedown within the!
lu W. -t

Pittston, '.-. i., 'i w lid be entire!
il it i onld dirai
-.-..is n i timor in Pill il m thal I lie let h

railed n I it w ..

that it waa ouij drifl n coming ovei the fulla«
THE UOBGK U »V. I GO,

'li., river is open f mili aliov. thePittston
I i «. bul ..i r-i,- iud, i i. then i

auol loo i« I it. Ti
which on haVe d«>wn th

i- cnufu .! by Hie feedei thoCbimal.
Und ¡S eiiii, .!, ol
in t!i" na. i aboveI

i, the ice is 21 !
A' ri rill s n '. DA -'.¦

It ia probable that the gorge above Pitl ton will
move before the one bei oit will bloc

Kingston flats, ¦¦'¦ give . it to the
oppo ile this city, aud c n o il od i d

the hi ; '-. of ti <¦ vail' y. Th« bridge of the
Delaware and Hi..¡.on Bailroad, threi mil. i below
bete, worth flJO.C », will probabl) go when a flood

a- w< il si the bri ii cot the IS '

tiiil B .liri.iiil at Kal Bvo miles 1 n ibei d
v!'.('ni- worth {¦'¦"¦' .'¦ At Nanticokc I iere Lia
large ,' i ... t -dam ol the North Drain b Cant 1 ** bil li
Brill be sure to eaoaa ¡» jim ol iii« lee« A heavy
storm ia report* <l to i»<« approa« bing bom the **c -i.

At y t. in. h'low began falling heavily« lto.dsiair
to become lain betöre morning.

IN LAKCASTEB COUIOT.
INJURY TO TIIK BBIDOB AT (DU Mlitl-ClMI.-

BOATB CAOBIXO AWAT.BBAVT I"»-- OB LUM«
Hilt -D-JBAOB TO MILU am» liol »is.

('.ci t Mi',!.., I'.'iii,., Ifarefa 19..The Boaqnebaana is
nearly clear of ice. J Iii-, evening the mill-pond of
r. S. Blets was completely tom out and all his rafts
¡«..«-t. HialoeBis estimated at 915,000« The bridge
wa.s closed this morning t»> the paaaage of tr-ims ¡mci
heavy wagons, a« it was (he meei unsafe, (»mci

«pan of tbebridga on the York County »lion-nj"
badly injured, and th« chord.«« were knocked from
under several others and cawiiitolF. Six or «i.lit
piers have also been injured, but to v-.hut extent

cannot be told until the v. .'ti lowers. Ile tween the
tunnel and Collnis. station tit* l'eniis*, Irania Iîail-
road Qoaapaaj bavç at least nine orí»!) «anal boat j

On their tracks, and also tons of old rubhi.-h,
outhouses, &c, &c. The ice is^ piled
from five to fifteen feet on the tracks.
They have a very large force of men clearing their

tracks, but it will take several days before trains

can pfu-ts, as a great part of their tracks have been
completely turned over. The abutment of the

Tidewater Canal Company, at Wnghtsville, is badly
injured and the basin gorged full of ice, canal boats

and lons fr»m bridge to dam. The winding bridge
was raised oil its abutments aud carried
about three hundred yards by the Ice

and lauded on the bernie bauk of the
canal, with ono eud laying over a canal boat. In
Marietta the loss wa« very heavy by tina lumbermen
having their rafts, etc, BWO-pt away. Miller &.

Mussel's Raw-mill was entirely ruined by being
crushed io. One raual-boat is lying against a

large tree in front of a private residence, tho tree

being tho only thing that saved the buns« from be¬

ing stove in. Ice is piled up over the tow-path at

some points from 85 to ¡W feet high.
haimiiuim.i: i»\ inri')WKi>.A colts WABSHO-08B,

lUIf.ROAl» si atkin, and TBLMHUI- DI Fl' ¦

WA-iin I» away-NAltHow BBCABBB BBOBABLB
UMI <»K I.IFK.

IUiuuMii-itd. Penn.. March 19 .A Western 1'nion
lim- repairer NtafBSi here from Hambridge at

an early hour this moriiiog and reports a great
amount of damage done hy the ice and ths
high vtater' fiolaidaj ia that vicinity. A ware¬

house containing MM bushels of corn ' was

swept away. The depot was forced across the track
on the hill. 'The telegraph ofñce was «<»m|»let«»ly de¬

molished.c> Foin cunal boats and a fíame house were

forced on the truck, and ..ii or seven houses badly
aee t»«> »ata Tamo

Till. GANAI KING.

THE BWINDLtNQ CONTRACTS AND THE
GOVERNOR'S, MK.sSAt.l'..

>WTLlai05l vtOLBB wbOB tiii: -Tin;.

kow nun itjuarr r..i>s oui *.t\i>¡:-c,.)v. tixdi¡h*i
aiuik UM), ra:: him;.a kkmauk a ii i.i: k.x-

r 'Mu;.

W« prêtai 'il bel iw :i full oxpt.irniioii of tho
tajtat ¡.i of i ml [Ung ii.i'ul.i hy mcanaof na«
baunced i)i,i.. deacrftod in rjaftr All) my cori'd-
'''i"! '"." jn ; :¦¦! i-, uml print at tilt* samo

lt"'0 IO] :¦. ,, ell, "li C(»ntl.T"t.S whilll Will
Um 'iroi"( s perfectly clear. The
of Got. Tiltlen, referring to the sam«'

.."'...¡-ii, and rm^gesting «lie proper r« mci.íes,
will be found on <>¡.r oocotiá page, The
Governor *rtatca ili.it during the p:isi, live years
the amount ot tolla roOeeted on the ca-tala b i

< -¦ eded ll5.tMO.000, while the coat of ordinary
ned extra irdia iry repain «irt-l ezp«cnsea baa
been io greai tliat during the "«me period
nearlj ; ..,,> additional baa been r«Uaed
for cana rrposea bj t.ixiîioii. What has be¬
fóme of tbia enormona anml The researchea
upon which our ec»»i*re*ipondenta hare been
for Rome time engaged in Albany tell the
whole b1 ry. Tiic n;< ney has been made
way with ,y tbe inalrnmentaiity of a
'.¦''':i of !iii'..:t(, tho reaponaibility

i»ir wticli m ahared hy t'.ie ('¡»¡ítraciois,
engineer«! und cn mir»*ion*rn, lu souk; caeca
the matter i«*ht Btraigbt borne to mern-
¡¡¦is of Ui ¡. ;i-i,ii ire, J. .J. Holden, who is

lb« ¡i .-.n a n li.itil.riiu;;"/ of A. «S. Pi
Chairman of the Assembly Canal Commi tee,

'¦. ol moat I ip ml of tbe cootrnct-
I ora. We give one of lit-« coutract-, in whicb
be r»greed t*» do eertain work fur fy'>,ô:l. and

j by meana oi nnlMbnced bida obtained .-"¿'¿2,-
010, .and another in which he bid $10,617
and baa received Ci9,0Zii, th* workrt'M going

, Henry D.U ¡nison, i> r in ¡i bid
ot j**.;,. ; on a c:Ti.ii:i contract,and bad re-
eived, on tbo 1st of Last mo ith, no leas titan
' '«' 111, and the e tri it. U >i log on. Aa em-

blyman Willard Johnaon is the real owner of
a contri ninally awarded to J. V. Boomer.

all f tr :. ;, 871, ni .1 ii." bad ..¦(,', np to Jan-
. ra, $110,890. Willard Johnaon owiia

lier contract made in tba name ol C, J.
!'<. Crawj amount bid, $20,431 ¡ amount
pnid, .'"-;;, *.":."». a son of Jarvie Lord got

11,013 for work on wbicb be '»»¡«I f<M5«300.
N. 1». t»<; urn Ii.: - taken two contr»i»cta at ai»-
'".I al o i ii« yel there bave been no

- . »ra them, so that it la Impossible to

my bow mncb tbe Btste will lone. Alargo
noinber ol .> i contracta are in our posaea-

.-"'.- '¦ iliaU c »ati ni the in;. rael ive
.:;.i.i.

-«a,-

.' .' ....'.7.. \ CONTRACTS,

I OF XT. RALANCrlD BIDS ILLU8-
| i .. ii i.D.

V. O IR OI I vi .. J] V«. If*. A' || M

;¦ !:.. ., and i ii-i.Mi.1 noxruta i.m-

PLICA I .'.

IB ..¡ni'xi'ii'.ni M'Of THE T'tllirvi;

Albany, Man h ív.-lt liaanevar been fashionable
te Ik aboii c I frauds, 'I b Can ii Ring, \\ bieb
only breal i its J di ioua aitcnee to deny its own
being, baa '.,:.,i reserv oa tbia aubject expedient
¡nul i.r..»..' .. .'.. ¡¡her papera nor politiciaoa iiavn
,. lili ,.i. ...:. iii have em,um ,i loi ,t uara-

bet .f yettie with that impunity which impttd
:. .. ,ra:iee. lu f.illy ili-i-ln.sitii* tbia

I 'e .ni--of 1..Hld, I'll.'. I'i.II,INK (lo.'S tie State T .HiT-

\. ', \v! Ii| .' millar with ranal history say
: .' ¦ ¡. .i ! r ,1 I«' fi re. 1 tittil lana

bad racb isoni toi llene ¦. tb ii Bmei ion E.
b Ai ably i ¡-»t Winter is said

to bavo be. n ii;:' rstli :.. Lative an ilysia of the aub-
j ¦« on record. Gov. l'iliien'a meeaage La cotHainly
!.:« ti; tofil biii I,and ia ai cominendable nail is

'. ol ibo ioilnence of tbe clique be
luitiea that b14 action on Um Crtrs>

bill exci I in tb dominant faction of tlie

party, Bach disc!« suri t can hardi*' tail to cou», ince
tbe périple of the State ths tue problem of cheap
traoBpoi ition ,¦») mol !... made olear until ti ¦«,.

gel in'» of the tiiievea who are tnafciag of tho

canali iluicea to dr:iin tlio publie money Intn their
own not k. te.
A little recapUiilation of canal fraud ata-borla may

help to a prop, r BudeNtaodiog of the facia given
below, It will to remembered that the chief expe¬
dient in these fraoda La that of artfully nnbalanc« ¡l
bida. Tha contractor bid« for article« of which hu

expects to finish a Ifirgo quantity at a high price,
and in the small quantity, which, by a curious coin-
eidence, is rdwaya named by the engineer who pre-

pareatbeealL Tneproda t la therefore small, and
the sum total of all tlio producía of tho proposal
baltaosnaU. The honebt hMder, who Mda for tho

work ot fair priées, is lUtapeDed to multiply the

gnantitfealarga ¡ui.ihnj.ill by proper pnce«. Beaaa
of the products of the in,net bids are, therefore.
larirer and some atnall'T than those of the fraud¬
ulent bidder, but their sum total is mm ¡i greater.
In this way the conti act Roes BO the lowest bidder,
at« the law reijriireti, though almost invariably this
reduced bidilirii»» i» a mere trick, and the contract is

seen to have W-n in reality awarded to the highest
of all the bidders.
The responsibility for thii is divid'-d, or rallier

there is a series of responsibilities, beginning With
tho assistant en^ncers in charge of the work, and
runnniK througli the Resideut aud Division Eogt-
aarara to the (.'anal Commissiouers. The tirst step in

fraud is in the preparation of tho apcciftcatioui of

work to be done. The manner iu which these aro
t» .»- .a. V "*t*&**kWtP** "' j

generally arranged lcavei no room for doubl ar» to

the erir»>-~ico of collusion between engiscirs and

contractorB. Large quantities of msterial are

called for on which tin» bidder place« an entirely
inadeapiate price, so aa not to ewell tho total of

hi« bid. »nd itera» of large eipetwo are treated in a

manner exactly tho reverse-for the tame o\ident

purpose. No otlur iuforence than thut of collu.-ion

is potóible in such cast--. When a man solemnly
engages on paper te «"xeavaUi «olid rock at one

cent a cubic yard and wants a double prn e for

liBildingaptonnwsll.it ia of no ti-»e to put certifi-

cate,s ni churili uteniberaliip in evideiie«. It i'i»cs

without Baying that the specitication of work to be'

done is iD-n« .-¦.»!> far from the truth, ma km»' the

engincirr an a<xompltc« in the crime of tho con¬

tractor. Tho next itep is the ehainre of the quanti¬
ties in the «'HM'Uiejtluna. Fortunately ou« safe-

Buavrd ha- toen thrirwn about tbaae aiúveciücatioiis.

a provision flint no alteration shall bo mad* Ifl the prices after the contract his been let-bat tb.a

merely »Ids to the shifts to which tbl OOOtractOC is compelled to resort, and furnishes, as has I IN «IB.

little protection to the tax-payera of the State. At this stage of this progress of pa.latían ia seca one

of tim most glaring of the criminal absurdities of the present management of the canals. In-

iteodof confining the power to make or accept alterations in coutractsto the responsible h«ad of that

branch of the department having them in charge, as is the case in every railroad or larg,) corporation, tbi*

mux.nant mid uluma'«« «lutv is left to the adulant cugineor. placed ia charge of the work by the liesi-

deat Eagiaeer, who is the Bnbordinate af the Diviaioa Knginccr. who la hi-i turn is the ntoMlBata of tim

Canal Coiiimis»ii.Uii-.s. aoeofl \* horn is placed iu thargo oa" each of flin throe. Divisions of tho Canal. Iba

a»....»tant,«illili.it, in whoeehauda tho dis.ioiilion of tho ooatnett th.-r.-foro Mata, is often the political
creature ofthe contractor, whoso work he la supposed to supervise, and is kept iu subjection through fear

of hispolnicil influence. The engineers, the old caual people ray, do not generally share in the proiîtj.

The C.iuul Ring baa all tim avarice with none of the ganoroaity of Tainui.tnv, and BohatltatM terrorism for

largCBB. This 1s one of the motives which leada men'iers of tha King tos-elc poliii >1 poiitions.

Which they can use to such peculiar advantage that leading members of the lama Ana of c.i.tr.ictorn

have been glad tOBBire on the Stii'o Committees of opposite parties. The Beeide it fànjr.'iccr: ar«« directly

mapooaibbj for the way In wbloh the aasiatanl pofineexa perform their function», and the Diviaioa Em>

liaeea aiereepoaaiblofof tiu-ir subordinates, and respouäiblo lotta Cooualaaioeera. Bo thirt there an

loar BOCO -s-ive ttat'C»« at, which a r.'.-.'iute lioiii'.-.t',' might put an end to this BBBOCIBtSlI theft« That QcAA>

liii.-sioiKrTliaycr, whod "S.rvcs th.'tiibiiio the Governor rendered bin* in his BMBBBgl to-day, BOB bei n

tbe iir>t Commbnioner who baa refused to aeeept nnbalaaeed bids, is saflideat ground, with oilier r» iated

facts,forthe inferocoe that the Canal Kin».-ii net a close corporation of contractors, bat aaibcacea

eogmecra aad officials oí every grade aa well as Canal Coaimi-afonrra. That the latte« al boon

genet-ally believed ia proved hythe existence of ftaak ibargaa thatoertalaCa i lakmera nae» la

tiaMBpaal complied with the law which d. lane their poaiiioaa forfeited ¡n ca_e thai boldi elah ii I many*

contractor in material furnished lae BBS in co:.tr.ictf, by BBOlffaiog, hut. it is alleged, aecretl*" r. .arning

their proper! v m lamber-yarda and quarries wbl« h were the depots of oontraoi aoppli« -«.

it is with tho Canal Commlastoaera thal tha final andhaaiiait rriymirM*<lur . ' IfaoatoeltBom
bad« t aarlii rthe examplewhich Ur.Thayer now affords, aadheldtheirp aition in ipito of all the preaaara

of the liiii-, nich Iranaartiona aa are datalle 1 below weeldaeeeosarily liavi ooma toan ead. The atti mpl to

defrand eoald iie made r;ii:iou6 biateadof profitable, as ii now is. If oootractora who liave o iun¬

balanced bula wan bald to their eoatracU, in which th.-y acre;» lofernish large inentH i ol Üübb

a!* i.' , becan*e they exocet to be able to cacapo ti.is reqaireineat, a i ctwoohi
resol! m bankruptcy or Its abandonment, and honest conttaetemight become the order of the fa

It ia an evil which baa been appai yon the increaae rather thaa on the decline» Many of the eon*

traeteof 1874 exhibit glorias inequalities, and, indeed, of the MS contracta now pendinar.it iaueaerted

that folly oine-tonthB aro of thu intentionally fiaodnlent ebaractera Barely Oor. « tahai
uot come; a day too hood.

The cool acta given below, aa ap cimens of tboae which hav( '

megei
' bin tho I

jean, are intoie Lingaa ameh foi »Thal they t ipr< icol aa for what tbey are. '1 bey aho-n the active ii"

.al.mt part which tbo Canal Biogplaya inpollticB,and the praminenee which itsmembenatl rde6

ben is the directcounterpart of mu ii Waahiogton jobbery. Thi v do not have contracts, bec nae they ar»

aiembenoftbeLegialatan;theyanmeni boyfa coatracUand ¦. .

liny an« pi » d io the Lcgudatan to protocl their fellows who an kept baa; ftheeoa«

tract « an« held by members of iiu- leading rum of J. J. Beiden, ««ne of whom Is tho i Icrnptey,
II as the relative, of the Chairmao of the Canal Committee of th .'. '.« ; rWillart

Johnson, one of tbe working politiclana of the same Hooee, and another la a enriooa tran iwblch

Hie eon of Senator Jarvis Lord, chief of the Ring, ia the principal figure. Then an two ,: laaseaof
eootraeta repreeented : first, contracts still pending, batoo which paymeata baicb In ex«

eeaeof the flgan at which the eoatraot waa takes, ihowiag that the original Lill weano! iib]
second, contracta, such as tboae for the; enlargement of tho Champlaia Canal, In whh li the figures of the

aaeeeuful bidders an generally only a fraction ol tlio engineer's eetitneto cf the co rork,thoa
¦bowing at the fint glaaee that something ia wrong. Tilla i [.nation in the

fact that aa engineer sent to report the eoadltlon of tboae particular conti ti the cootractor ia

getting ready to resort to the very device that one woold Infer from his contrae! that he bad origiually
intended to adopt.

It ia hardly possible to gaia mon than a fragmentary notion of the bight) depth, mid hi bol eena!

frauda without long experience aod el icol ral to. The maia devices hy which the « itracl ohicb
are givea benwitb, have bei.¡and i to bec leprofitable, ace, on the whole, imple au easily
detected. But then aro many artifices which no ooe hot aa old eanaler eaa discover« 'j UbefoaaA
contracts that seem fair ead promising to the Inexperienoed eye, and an pcrbapain mi it of ila ir items

boaeat eoatracU ; bat theman who la familiar with the natural history ol eaoab,a I unie: tho

shifts ami tricbaof contractors a itady, will ¡"«unce al, once upon tom lot 0 D ÍVi i vhtob the ordinary
observer woald ..ever anti ¡e, and c1 bue that there is the nt«al In that contract. It ¡» a roi whieb knov, i

ao exception that tbb little Item, destined to loton increaae, will be found join« I to a bia priée, Y..y

ofton, too, )! is tbe diaainntiveeontracts that will bear watithlagi they aro by no im-a.ia i»i«va>s i¡i:iuv;.-u»

becaaaa they are lutlc. Theil capacity of growth ia nwnftimta ama^lug.

HEaVßT d. dexisox.
A COBTBACT I.V. ;:¦ isi D Bl vi:\n»T.*>.

No better example of Ibe peioicioua system of contracts dow obtaining can perhais ba given than that

of Beary 1). D.aiaoo for the enlargam mt of the Brie dual from Pert Bebayler to L>w«i kfohawB Aciue-
duct. Mr. Deaiaoo is a member ol the well-known clique of J. J. Beldeo «t Co- eanal contractors,
and the contract ia virtually that of tbe clique ; for it ia theoostom for individual meuibeiaol uieh firme to
taiio «mt eootraeta for tbo firm lo this way, aa w -li aa f n- ooatr : it >n ia i ike oat c latí. ¦.name of

one of their employé* or "sti-.i.v" mea. Ur. Djabura üa Dsmocrat, Mr. Bddoaisal ...; .:.il

la tbU way it ii that the Canal Bing lui. ii ita politics.mach ni o«, evenly than it dieiitsbidil Mr,
Beldon of this Arm is a nUtire by marriage of Alansoa 8. Pag3, aa well aa Ur. Page' In boa

raptcy, nelthorof which Coota r,\l is niuch ct lit an Bpeaker McQaii 't appolutm ii of Mr, tai

Chairman of the Canal Commi-ttee. Mr. Page«, it oogbt to bo said io justice to bim, baan .u ex lie.it

person ti reputation, but no maa boldin . auch intimate i« lattona with leading contraeton i a i pr »perly be

placed at the haad of tha Canal Committee,I awarded lo 1809, to t Lia 1870,
an ia »still in prognes. The followiog la the contract ;n it wa- awarded

QmmtWHn Mr mae.¡t.x.. i i M'cnure.tmtmit.
1.nuning and I) ai ling.fll,« > 00.$;> . >

40,000_Cubic yards.l-'xcaivation ol Karto. ..Per Cobie Yard_ 111,0-0 Oil

1,000_Ouhio Yards.Excavation of ltoeb Blasted. 8 00....Per Cubic Yard....
COO....Cubic.Yards. t.xeavstioii of lim -ni.. 3 li ....Peri rd_ I,

1,100_Cubic Yardi.Kmba-nluoeot._80....Per Culib Yard.. «-¦¦).

7,500.... I ubic Yards....Lin big. 45....Per Cubii Vard.... ::,:;"., .,..

lill)....Cubic Yards.Puddling Karth.. j. _¦». I ii .
....

i

14,000_('iioie. Vurds.Mope aud Pavement vV .* i1. «,r,_Per Cubic Y;*»rd_ 18.3
'... ' ...c ,i,i' Y;u«i.-....v. ru«.«l Wail, .iiv. 4i,i_Per Cobb Vi.:.. o oo

i'i."-").. I'''i li. M.WakeOak limber, boaidt, etc... 25 00....Por M. Poet.Doo
488800_Fee! li. M.Heiaioek Timber. B O_Per M.Feel.'¿.'.oo ¦; >

-..cou_Pottodi.Bpllys u nu Mad«. cn_lei l'i.ui.d. ICH UÛ

Total am. nut at which tin i cootrai t waa awarded.V. 1*1 ->x «40

'l ii. «quantities of work estimated a» done, and the amfnnta paid or owing to the Contractor therefor,
Feb. I, i*"». wen« m follow.«:
tJu'iOtMei. Uenntre. Pr -r Mtatmrt. Amitr.lt.

. .Bailing aad Draining.$1,00000_ . _ nm-ho
100,119....Cnhic Yards. ...Exeavation ol Karth. SS....Per Cobie Yard.... »v7,'».,.i 7:»

.|i,..v.l ...c.il'ie Y ir.ls...lix.aviition of Hock... I 00.. ..Per Cubic Yard_ 03,108 00
<;.,'¡ol_Cubic Yards....Kmbaiikmen!. 80 Per Cubic Yard_ H(>80 80»
90,38(1.... Cubic ifards....Lining. 4»....Per Cubic Yard.... 11 *¦:- 5 a

s.:;il....('nine larde....BaddliuK.;.... 50....PerCubii Yard.... 4,172 OOi
4.'..n"i0....Cobie iarda....t srticalWall, dry. 4 00....Per Cobie .ard. . 180^16 ut

¡B ci.... It. II. M.VV lute Oak. 'S> 00....Per M. Peet.570UO
Col ,900.... I't. I'« M.II,«'i)le,.«K. t, 00....Per M. Peel.-isi.-,-jt

«.,t«.7....Poiiuds.Bpikeaand Nalli. 00....Per Pound.109 (M

'-« t>5» 1*7Total. Extra Work
18,233....Cubic Yards....Vertical Wall (in cement). 3 0O....Per CeMoYanl.... MLflM (V)

4,500....Ft. Ii. M.Dj.kiiij' Pine. o«. 00....Per M. Feet.II. SO
78.758....Ft.fi M.Cbeatont. K 00....Per M. Feel.1,1IM
8,038....Puna «Is .Wnngbl Ina. 12....Per ronnel., 888 :i*
1,700....Poao'da ,.<'ast Iron. W....Pei Pound.17000

34&.852....Ft.|B. M.DockingPioe. co 00....Pat M. ]\-it.6.907ot
1,549....Cubic Yarda.Loooa Btooe. " 00....PerCuMc Yard_ _,o-j»i 00
0.' 86....Ft 15. M.Pino Timlur. _"i 00....Per M. Feet.1-J9 Ol

10.D.ivs C'arp«'ut.«r Laiair. SOO_Per Dey...:t> o<>

105,....Liu. Feet.Copnit». 8 00...»FarIda. Feet.4'.iT '_5
Matt vial* Delivered.

1.W0....Cubic Yards....Stone for Vertical WaO. 3 Ol....Per Cubic Yard5400 6
MOO...»Ft B, M.PineDeoUag. 16 0O....ParM. Feet.1.00» 0

Total estimate to Jan. 1, 1ST.").9tUO,08l **&
February estnuate......'... *_1,17*¿ K1

Total estimate to Feb. 1,1875.$l.*i*,ll4 ;-i

A« a specimen contract this will bear a BOBBewbat BXtBOded analysis. InBt^ail of 40,<)u0 cubic yards of

excavation of caith as Bgroed upon, the contractor has done or claims to have done 1D9.000 yar«ls ; inBtcad

of 1,000 yards of excavation of rock, he has boen paid for 40,000 at a price double what it is worth ; îueU-ad

of 1,100 yards of embankment, he has been paid for 67.W1 ; instead of 7,500 yards of lining, he has been

paid for HyOOO] instead of 100 yards of poddHag,behaabeoa paid for 8,314. Fourteen thousand yards of

slope and pavemeut wall wore bid for at 9"» cents, mucli less than its cost; con*«qucutly BOM was built,
but all the wall wau made vertical, which had been bid for at a high price, 45,000 cubic yard* being paid
for at a cost of one hundíti and eighty thousand dollars. All the cxûa work «bown ia iu direct violation
ot the law.
The amount at which the contract was let was $74,1M 40.
The amount so far paid on it in $ 15*, I II.

The contract is still open.

WILLARD JOHNSON.
AN ASSKIiULYMAN'S CONTIUCT.

Another interesting contract is that of J. V. Itoomer. aiwigued to Willard Johnson, a member of the

.Wtnbly. fjr the- construction of the lower lock at side cut, West Troy, Willard Johnson is s legwlstor
who has novcr made a speech in his whole carer, hut whose inüuence is the grester for its silence. A
slight man, with a circumference of red hair aud whisker about his bead, jiugling a little buuch of keya
Keating puppanalat lozeinres, he looks for all the world what be likus to call himself, with a sly twinkle
of his eye. " an unassuming OBWOflO farmer." He is one of the shrewdest as well scone of the beet-natured
men ou the door, and worth a whole rctnnicnt to the Canal King. Mr. Johnson is a large contractor, aa

well as a pleauaut compauion, aud his rooms at the Delavan are the beadqaarters of the workereof the

Canal King. Ho Is generally reported to be a member of auotber of these combinations of contractors, of
which Charles P. Munn« r, N. L. Osborn, and Charles Daniels, are the remaining principals. For reasons

best known to their members, combinations of this kiud do not often take tbe name of a firm, although
these are said to form the arm of -bk inner. Osborn St, Co. Thev bid for eoatracU ia tile name of oue el tbeit


